
Incumbent Leeds Mayor James O. Whitfie1d announces his bid for ree1ection. "I

believe in steady planned change," said Whitfield who firmly believes that the future of
Leeds is brightest since 1980. The city is experiencing both economic and residential
growth. Four years have brought to reality new schools, Bass Pro, debt reduction, Grand
River, and economic progress.

~Three new schoo1s in the Leeds City Schoo1 System are the end result of citizens'
efforts and cooperation among the city, the school board, and private citizen," said
Whitfield, "I'm dedicated to high standards of safety and excellence in these schools."

Leeds city government has presided over the creation of more than 1,000 new jobs.
The thrust has been to create and hold jobs for the current citizens of Leeds. Bass Pro
jobs are tourism jobs. A recently released certificate of appreciation from Governor Bob

Riley commends the scenic byway, the chamber of commerce, the historical society, key
citizens, and Mayor Whitfield for "greatly contributing to the tremendous growth and
success of the tourism industry in the State of Alabama." Tourism in Alabama
expenditures has increased 84% over the 1ast ten-year period. In the future, Leeds wi11
receive more tourism do11ars. Tourism jobs occur in several categories for qualified
Leeds citizens. Also, other economic development will continue. The new Leeds ACE

program will bring grants and advice about creating new jobs. These changes began and
continue because Leeds city government planned for them.

Debt reduction came through hard working 1oca1 government officia1s who had the

courage to make decisions that now are benefiting the city. The future is brighter
because decisions were made that brought the hoped for results of a triple-A Bond Rating
along with the expanding possibilities of new industry.

Whitfie1d supports important upgrade for the Fire/Rescue Department and the Po1ice
Department. He recently closed on grants and actions that added new firemen, new
policemen, a new fire truck, and a new electronic mug shot/fingerprinting system.
Whitfield continues to work with the city council to set aside money in the budget for
police and fire departments. He supports grant writing towards further improvement of
these vital community assets.

Whitfie1d backs responsib1e c1ean growth. He knows that Grand River development
will provide tax base to operate schools and fund safety services. With its Gold
Standard International Audubon seal of approval, Grand River will fit the historic tone

that Leeds has maintained for almost 200 years. Mayor Whitfield is committed to
conservative growth and to the economic health of downtown historic Leeds. He would spend
the next four years finalizing a comprehensive city plan that brings old and new Leeds
together as a unique blend of history and economic development.

Whitfie1d 1istens to the peop1e of Leeds. He is a member of clubs and civic
organizations that include Leeds Arts Council, Leeds Historical Society, and Leeds
Masonic Lodge, and he actively supports Leeds youth organizations including varsity
sports, and Boy Scouts of America. He and his wife Chris are members of Leeds First
United Methodist Church. "Tac" and Chris are both graduates of Leeds High School, as is
his son, James Christopher, who is married to the former Meghan McDaniel. James and
Meghan have one son, James William "will" Whitfield.

Whitfie1d has a business background. For 28 years he owned and operated NAPA Auto

Parts located in Downtown Leeds. His formal schooling started at Mississippi State
University and continued at the University of Alabama in Birmingham. As a full time
mayor, "Tac" has served on the executive board of the Regional Planning Commission since
1997. Currently, he serves as co-chairman of this board. At the same time, he is
chairman of the Regional Planning Commission personnel board. Mayor Whitfield believes

that the professional assets at RPC are an essential aid to small cities.

Mayor Whitfie1d has served as the dea1-c1oser and a champion for the economic

change in his administration. He continues to work on grants and opportunities that
remain on the drawing board. "With a plan and slow steady progress," said Whitfield,
"Leeds' elected officials have leveraged the capital to revitalize the city. Barber and
Bass Pro are in place. Through studies with RPC, we have already identified our next
wave of economic development. Grand River wi11 start the next Green Wave of economic
stabi1ity for Leeds. That means better schoo1s and more jobs for the young peop1e who
graduate from Leeds schoo1s."


